
Good morning staff, students and parents of St Francis Xavier College. Thank you for allowing me to speak to 
you all today. I am very grateful to be standing here today. First of all, I would to congratulate all those 
graduates and current students here today for your exceptional results. I’m glad to see that all your hard work 
has paid off and I wish you all the best in your future journey. 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I received an email from Ms Cetrola inviting me to do a speech at today’s assembly. 
Despite being completely lost on what to say, I agreed that I would be happy to. Because of this, the last 
couple of days consisted of me watching DUX speeches of YouTube and even reading the transcript of Brooke 
O’Brien’s speech from last year for inspiration. So, after much research, I decided the best place for me to 
start was by recounting my own Year 12 journey. 
 
When reflecting on my Year 12, I must admit it was not all smooth sailing. It had its ups and downs. Some days 
I was ecstatic with my results, and other days I was disappointed that my hard work didn't pay off. Some days I 
was organized and well in control, and other days I was overwhelmed by the sheer extent of the workload. 
However, with hindsight, I can honestly say that Year 12 was the best year of my schooling life. I grew so much 
as an individual, made lots of memories, and also some lifelong friends all in the span of a year. 
 
One of the most common questions that people ask me is how I achieved a high ATAR and in fact, I was asked 
to share some of my advice. To be completely honest, I didn’t have a secret tactic that allowed me to score 
well but rather this score was a result of all the small choices that I made throughout my VCE years. First of all, 
when choosing my subjects, I made sure to choose those I genuinely enjoy on top of my pre-requisites. It’s no 
coincidence that my favourite subjects, biology and religion, turned out to be my top-scoring so I encourage 
you all to choose those subjects you enjoy to maximise your success. 
 
Furthermore, it’s very imperative that you find a balance in Year 12 between your academic and non-
academic life. However, this looks different for everyone. Whilst some people may find it stress-relieving to 
party on the weekends, the introvert me binge-watched my favourite Korean dramas. To me, watching my 
shows along with working part-time allowed me to unwind and take my mind of my studies. Those few hours 
can really make a difference so make sure you always take a step back and relax how you want to especially 
when it’s most overwhelming. 
  
Another factor that greatly benefited me was my relationship with my teachers. I had a very positive 
relationship with all my teachers which meant that I never had to hesitate to ask them any questions or 
doubts I had. If I ever felt like I was falling behind or had doubts, I would readily seek my teachers. In fact, 
during assessment times, most my teachers couldn’t even peacefully have a break without me knocking on 
their offices to ask my next lot of questions or just for some advice. This easy-going relationship that I had with 
my teachers greatly benefited my learning and my schooling life and I would advise all you to cultivate such 
positive relationships with your teachers. 
 
Before I conclude my speech, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who supported me in Year 
12. To my friends, thank you for always making me laugh, for comforting me when I’m down and helping me 
write this speech; To my teachers, thank you for giving up all those lunchtimes and study periods for me, and 
for always supporting and motivating me; To the library staff, thank you for always be willing to find me any 
resources, for those little chats during study periods and of course for printing all those practice exams for me; 
To my family, I know I don’t say it often thank you for always being there for me. Thank you for always praying 
for me and never pressuring me to follow a certain path; And above all, to God. I thank the Lord for never 
forsaking me and working everything for my good. I give all glory to God for my achievements. 
 
For you upcoming Year 12 students, there is no denying that this year will be a challenge. Year 12 can bring 
about the worst in us with competitiveness and selfishness taking its toll. But at times like that, let your grace, 
support and tolerance shine. remember, the year is best tackled as a team so cultivate supportive relationship 
with your peers both in the classroom and outside. There are going to be times when you’re feeling 
disheartened or disappointed with how the years is going, but don’t let it get to you. Ultimately, it’s your 
hardships and struggles that enable you to grow and succeed. So, keep going and keep growing. 
 
Thank you and good luck! 


